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This listing of claims will replace all prioi* versions and listings of claims in the application: 



1. (currently amended) An assembly for an electrochemical cell, comprising: 

a plurality .of self-aligning plates, each plate having at least giiejoaiB^ P ff^m 
plurality of nop-coptinuQas pro jections extending outward fi oni the plane pf the plate* and 
at loaot ono a : plurality of noncontiguous r ecesses adapted to rec e iv e th e e nds ofth frconftgured 
for fnction^llY receiving tft^ non^ntinnffl3 projections of watto aa adjacent one of the p lates, 
such that corresponding manifold passage s of the plates are aligned 

2, (correnfly amended) The assembly of claim 1 , whfreip the at loaot and j 
adopt e d to f rfctibnally engage the ends of die projections 




3. (currently amended) The assembly of claim 1 , wherein the projections and recessrc interloc k only 
*h<m ttie corresponding manifold passages of the plat es are aliened, to maintain the relative position 
of the plates. 

4. (currently amended) The assembly of claim 1 1 wherein the depth of the reccs$eg is-auffiriopt to 
geee^.fjfl^^ rw^^rbjections without limiting oorapMaoion of 

5. (currently amended) The assembly of claim 1 » wherein the plurality of plates includes at least one 
plate feftvteg-w^o^^projections ag-made' from a polymer and are elasticallv deformed when 
disposed intha corresponding recesses. 
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6. (currently amended) The assembly of claim 1 , wherein the ot least one projection to ^ plnrolityof 
pmjeotionfrpo s ition e d on th e p lat es in a manner that will - only intorlook with tbo rooossus ofofiothor 
of - th & p l ates if tho rolativo orientation of th e platoo provid e s proper alignment of a plurality of 
tnonifoldfl in tho > p t at os ; 

wherein the projections and the reces ses are asvmmetricallvpositioned on their respective plates with 
respect to a central bore. 

7. (original) The assembly of claim 6, wherein the plurality of projections are not ev enly spaced 
about the plates. 

8. (original) The assembly of claim 1, Aether comprising: 

an adhesive disposed between two of tixe self-aligning plates. 

9. (currently amended) The assembly of claim 1, wherein two or more of the inioriooking self- 
aligning plates are coupled within a subassembly. 

10. (original) The assembly of claim 1, wherein a self-aligning plate of a first subassembly is 
coupled to a self-aligning plate of a second subassembly. 

1 1 . (currently amended) The assembly o f claim 1 , further comprising: 

an intermediate pla^ having at least 

one passageway through the mfsmgdjfee plate for aUgnmcnt with the at least one projection of 
an adjacent se&afigning plate. 

12. (original) The assembly of claim I, wherein the self-aligning plates comprise interlocking 
frames. 
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13. (withdrawn) A bipolar plate assembly for an electrochemical cell, comprising: 

a first interlocking plate having at least one projection extending outward from the plane 
of the first plate; 

a second interlocking ptate having at least one recess adapted to recei ve the ends of the 
projections of the first plate; and 

a gas barrier disposed between the first and second interlocking plates and having at least 
one passageway through the barrier for alignment with the at least one projection of the first 
plate. 

14, (withdrawn) The bipolar plate assembly of claim 1 3, wherein the second plate has at least 
one projection extending outward from the plane of the second plate, the assembly further 
comprising: 

a third interlocking plate having at least one recess adapted to receive each of the at least 
one projection from the second plate; and 

a second gas barrier: d&posfcd betweenthe second and third interlocking plates and having 
at least onepassageway through the second gas barrier for alignment with the at least one 
projection of the second plate. 

15, (withdrawn) The bipolar plate assembly of clajin 1 3: v wherein the first and second plates 
form flowfields. 

16. (withdrawn) The bipolar plate assembly of claim 3, wherein the first and third plaies form 
reactant flowfields and the second plate forms a cooling fluid flowfiefcL 
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